GLUTTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


LIBR^.RY 


THE_A™AL_REPORT_OP_TnE^^DIGAL_ORPICER^OR__HEALTH__POR^THE^mTR 

1950. 

Ladies  and  CcnolGmGn^ 

I have  the  honour  to  prosont  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1950, 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  ; - 17 5 170 

Area  in  Acres  : - 42,645 

Number  of  inliabitod  Houses  according  to  Rate  Books  ; - 5030 

Rateable  Value  and  Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  1 - £70577. 

£276.  15.  Od. 

SOCLAL  conditions  AND  OCCUPATIONS  OP  TIIG  DISTRICT. 


These  remain  much  about  the  same  as  in  the  past.  There 
are  no  new  Industries  and  Agriculture,  Coal  Mining,  Stone 
Quar lying  end  Printing  at  Paul ton  are  the  chief  sources  of 
Employment . 

There  is  extremely  little  unemployment  in  the  area.  In 
fact  nearly  all  industries  find  it  difficult  to  obtain  sufficient 
manpovrer  for  their  needs. 

There  is  definite  shortage  of  labour  in  both  Agriculture 
and  Coal  Mining  and  Domestic  Help  is  in  many  places  almost 
impossible  to  obtain. 

A great  deal  of  available  Pemale  labour  is  absorbed  by 
Pactories  and  Hospitals. 

Housing  shortage  is  being  slowly  and  slightly  alleviated 
by  the  erection  of  nev/  council  houses.  In  my  opinion  it  is 
regrettable  that  so  little  private  building  is  possible.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  there  are  a large  number  of  persons  ready  and 
-.villlng  to  build  nev/  houses  for  themselves  the  moment  they  are 
allowed  to  do  so  1 and  it  is  only  by  the  erection  of  many  more 
houses,  from  whatever  source  they  come,  that  v;o  can  hope  to 
bring  relief  to  the  many  still  existing  in  rooms  and  in  bad 
insanitaiy  old  cottages. 

I carmot  see  any  prospect  of  disposing  of  this  old 
property  for  many  years  to  come  and  yet  there  is  to  my  personal 
knowledge  a great  deal  of  such  property  only  fit  for  demolition. 

The  S’wipply  of  v/ater  Inas  been  of  good  quality  and  in  most 
cases  adequate  in  quantity.  There  have  been  instances  of  local 
shortages  and  there  have  been  times  when  our  Water  Engineer  has 
been  much  harassed  to  maintain  the  existing  supply.  We  have 

not  yet  goo  a reserve  of  water  to  oiake  us  feel  safe  against  any 
prolonged  drought,  but  large  additional-  supplies  are  now  v/ithin 
sight  coed  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  can  be  brought  into 
circahation  in  the  not  too  distant  futirre. 

There  are  still  a certain  number  of  wells  in  use  but  the 
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tcndancy  ncvv  i.:  to  instal  Company’s  v/ator  v/horovor 
possible. 

The  National  Health  Scheme  oi  1948  has  now  been  m 
operation  for  2^-  years  and  it  is  possible  to  drav/  certain 
conclusions  as  to  its  efficacy,  . Broadley  speaking  it  has 
been  of  considerable  benefit  to  the  community. 

Everybody  has  been  relieved  of  any  consideration 
of  the  0 0^  of  being  ill,  and  the  expenses  incurred  for 
Medical  Attendance,  Medicines,  nursing,  specialist  advice 
and  examinations  etc., 

There  is  a free  aad.  excellent  Transport  Service  both 
of  Ambulances  and  Cars  for  sitting  cases. 

Free  Dental  and  Opthalmic  Services  have  been  v/idely 
used  by  many  millions  of  people.  It  is  true  to  say  that 
large  numbers  of  people  nov/  have  teeth  and  glasses,  prepared 
end  provided  by  experts , who  would  never  have  been  able  go 
afford  them  before  the  Act. 

The  same  ^^•’’■^■ndod  Hospital  Services,  District  Ninrsing, 
School  Clinics  etc.,  continue  to  function  in  much  the  same  way, 
all  are  heavily  overtaxed. 

In  the  case  of  the  Hospital  Services,  there  is  an^ 
unavoidable  delay  in  many  outpatient  doparemenGS  duc^enGiiely 
to  the  heavier  demands  made  upon  them,  tut  I have  ycG  oO  hear 
of  a really  urgent  case  v;hich  has  not  received  immediate 
a 1 1 en  ti  on  s omev/he  r e . 

The  procedure  for  obtaining  appointments  and  admissions 
has  made  heavy  calls  upon  the  time  of  Doctors,  buu  a sysoem  is 
slowly  evolving  v/hich  v/orks  v^ell  enough. 

I regret  that  there  is  still  great  difficulGy  in 
obtaining  institutional  treatment  for  the  aged  sick^ao 
short  notice.  It  appears  that  there  is  insufficienG 
accommodation  and  in  consequence  no  reserve  of  empty  beds  can 
be  kept  open  for  sudden  and  necessary  calls. 

Of  late  years  it  has  become  increasingly  difficult 
to  get'  these  cases  nursed  and  cared  for  in  their  ovm  homes. 

Ov/ing  to  the  full  employment  of  the  commimity  there  never 
seems  to  be  any  neighboiu's  available  or  willing  to  do  this 
v/ork. 

I feel  very  strongly  that  something  should  be  done  oo^ 
make  available  more  institutions  or  more  beds  for  the  reception 
of  these  cases  at  short  notice. 

I should  like  to  pay  tribute  to. the  excellent  work  done 
by  the  members  of  the  Domestic  Help  Seivice,  so  very  ably 
administered  by  Miss  Davies.  A special  vote  of  thanks  should  ^ 
(<o  to  her  for  her  imtiring  efforts  in  this  v/ork.  The  abiliGy  uo 
obtain  the  service  of  a competant  Domestic  Help,  even  foi  a 
few  hours  2 or  3 times  a v/eek,  has  lifted  a load  of  v/oiiy  ^ 
from  the  shoiaders  of  mere  men  v/hen  the  lady  of  the  house  is 
sick  or  in  hospital. 

Medicines,^  dressings  and  surgical  sundries  such  as: 
elastic  stockings"  and  many  other  items  have  been  freely 
f-uppliod  under  the  Act  and  the  Public  have  undoubGcdly 
bonefitod  greatly  for  their  use. 
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Of  course  there  are  cases  of  abuse  of  the  aervi;'(j  an-l, 
of  people  who  expect  too  much  from  it,  but  the  Ministor  has 
from  time  to  time  been  able  to  indicate  where  the  benevolence 
must  cease  and  in  my  experience  the  vast  majority  of  people 
have  been  most  reasonable  in  their  demands  and  most  grateful 
for  what  they  have  been  able  to  obtain. 


SMERAGE  AND  SEWAGI  DISPOSAL. 


The  conditions  of  the  district  are  the  same  as  in  the 
past,  little  or  no  advance  has  been  made. 

A Public  Sewerage  Scheme  is  becoming  anually  more  of  a 
necessity. 

I am  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  present  system  of  caring 
for  our  ever  expanding  schemes  of  disposal  at  the  Council's 
Housing  Estates. 

The  remuneration  offered  to  individual  caretakers  is 
insufficient  to  ensure  good  service  and  it  is  difficult  to 
obtain  the  services  of  anybody  in  most  oases.  In  consequence 
these  plants  are  too  often  neglected  and  become  a nuisance  and  a 
danger  to  the  public. 

The  system  of  employing  Contractors  to  empty  the  cesspits 
does  not  seem  to  work  with  sufficient  regularity  and  in  my  opinion 
it  is  necessary  for  the  Council  to  consider  the  purchase  and  use 
of  its  owTL  Tanker  Pump.  The  driver  could  also  do  what 
maintenance  was  needed  at  the  Plants. 

This  matter  merits  the  immediate  serious  consideration 
of  the  Council. 

I v.’ish  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Shaw  for  his  loyal 
service  and  generous  help  on  any  occasion  that  it  is  needed, 
and  I cerenot  close  my  report  v/ithout  again  thanking  Mr.  Barwick 
for  his  guidance  and  help  which  I never  fail  to  enlist  and  which 
is  always  so  freely  given. 

I append  in  subsequent  pages  details  and  vital  statistics 
in  the  form  set  out  by  the  Ministry  and  already  supplied  in 
skeleton  form  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  his 


± have  the  honour  to  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


RICHARD  V.  BREW. 


EXTRACTS 

PROM  VITAL  STATISTIC 

S . 

Live  Births. 

Male, 

Pemale. 

Total. 

legitimate 

124  p 

115 

239 

Illegitimate 

5 

2 

5 

127 

117 

244 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

population  - 14.21 

' 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Pemale. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

3 

5 

Rate  of  Still  births 

per  1000  births  = 

20.49 

Deaths  from  all  eauaes.. 

Male . 

Pemale. 

Total. 

105 

98 

202 

Death  rate  per  1000 

population  = 11. 

70 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as 

a v;hole  is 

11.6  per  1000 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1950* 


Infective  and  Parasitic  Pis  eases 
(not  measles) 

Malignant  Nes plasm  of  Stomach 

" " of  limg  or  bronchitis 

" " of  breast 

" " of  Uterus 

" " Other  forms 

VascifLar  Lesions  of  Nervous  system 
Coronery  Disease,  Angina  etc. 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 
Heart  Disease  (other  forms) 

Other  cirulatory  Diseases 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Rospii'atory  Diseases 
Ulerr  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum. 

Gastritus,  Enteritus,  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Other  defined  and  111  Defined  Diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidnnts 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms 


Male.  Female.  Totall. 


8 

1 


11 

15 

5 

2 , 

21 

7 

6 

8 
5 
1 

1 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

7 

27 

9 

1 

22 

4 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

2 


1 


105  99  202 


Total 


Deaths  from  Cancer  “ 33  (20  male  - 15  female). 

Nimiber  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequonce  of  • 

childbirth  - 0 

Prom  other  puerperal  causes  =.  Nil. 

Deaths  of  infants  imdcr  1 year  of  g^e.  = 3.  (of  which  2 were 

“ under  4 weeks) 

Death  rate  of  infants  per  1000  live  bihths  = 12.3. 

Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages  ^ 0. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  = 0. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (imder 

2 years)  = 0. 

Zymotic  death  rate  per  1000  population  =0. 


SUMMARY  OP  VII Al  STATISTICS  COMPARED 
IITn__1949.c 

Estimated  population  .is  lower  by  50. 

Eirths  are  lower  by  51«> 

Deaths  are  lov/er  by  8. 


ITQTIFICATIONS  OP  lUPECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Measles  104 

Whooping  Cough  ' 56 

Pneumonia  18 

Scarlet  Pever  9 

Tuberculosis (pulmonary)  11 

Acute  Encephalitis  1 

Erysipelas  4 

Acute  /Ulterior  Polip- 

myelitis  1 


TOT/iL  204 


Tuberculosis . 

11  cases  were  notified  of  v/hich  8 v/ere  females  ' 
and  3 males.  All  11  cases  v/ere  Pulmonaiy  cases. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

Respiraioi?/ . Non-Res  pir  at  ory . 

Male  ■ .1  0 

Pemale  1 1 


(14  males  4 females) 
(4  male,  5 females) 

(3  male,  8 females) 
f 1 female  ) 

(1  male,  3 females).  " 
(1  male) 


Totals 


2 


1 


VACCIITATION( AGAINST  SMLL  POX)  DURING-  THE 

YEAR  1950. 


Under  1 vr. 

1-4  vrs. 

5-14  vrs.  15  yrs 

TotaS,, 

Primary 

Vaccinatioa. 

13 

29 

& Over. 

3 3 

48 

Re-vaccination 

- 

1 

16 

17 

Total  65 

Only  4 Rural  Districts  out  of  16  in  Somerset  had  a lov/er 
totoJI* 


IMMUNIZATION  (AGAINST  D IPIITHERIA ) . 


Under  5« 

5 -14  yrs. 

Primary- 

106 

1 

59 

2 

Reinforcing,  all 

between  5 and  14  years 

14  S 26. 

To-tal  Primary 

= 168. 

Total  Reinforcing 

^ 40 

Under  5 years  old  are  done  by  Family  Doctor. 


The  majority  of  the  5 to  14  years  ai’c  done  at  school 
by  Coimty  School  Medical  Officers. 

The  total  number  of  children  in  aPa  immiinized  state  under  15 
years  of  age  at  31.  12.  50  in  the  Glutton  R. D.  C area  was 
3117.  Of  sixteen  rural  districts  Glutton  v/as  the  fourth 
highest. 


WATER  SUPPLY  DURDIG  1950. 

1 (a)  Quality  has  been  satisfactory. 

(b)  Quantity  has  not  been. 

2.  Shortages  have  occiired  on  the  Downside  Schemo, 


3.  Results  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  from  piped 
supplies 


R.4W  WATER. 


TREATED  AFTER  GOING  INTO  SUPPLY 


I BACTERIOGLOGIG.AL.iGPIEMIGAL.  IbAGTERIOLOGIGAL . . CHEMIGAL. 


(Satis-  Unsatis-*  Satist  Unaat  II  Satis 
I factory.  I fact ory.ii  fact  (isfacH  factory, 
' ' ory.  I tory.J) 


Satis*  Unsat 
isfac 
t ory. 


Uns  at 
isfac 
tory. 


fact 

ory. 


II 

- It 
II 
N 


4.  There  is  no  Plumbo  solvent  action  in  oir  water. 

5.  There  has  beer  no  conttimination  of  supplioa. 
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6a.  Paiyticulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and 

the  nunibor  of  popolation  supplied  from  public  mains 


a.  Direct  to  houses 

b.  By  means  of  Stand  Pipes. 


DIPECT  TO  THE  HOUSES, 


||by  means  op  stand  pipes. 


I 


No  of  d\'rfelling' 
houses. 


-r- 


-210 


Population,  ii  No  of  dwelling 
{{  houses. 


14608  j| 


415 


Population 


1440 


(b)  All  parishes  throughout  the  district  have  a piped  water 
supply. 

Extensions  or  improvement  of  supplies  during  the  year. 


h'ains  extended  to  servo  housing  schemes  at  Chile ompt on  and 
Glutton, 


■j  It  a ter  Supply  from  wells. 


NO  OP  SAMPLES  TAKEN  POP  ANALYSIS. 


Satisfactciy , | 

_ . 1 

II  Unsatisfactory, 

1 

1 

Chemical.!  Bact 
1 

eriological. 

1 Chemical.  |Bac teriological. 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

- 

i i 'M 

1-12  ! 

1 

. . 1 

_J 

'c  of  v/ells  closed 

= 11. 

No  cf  houses  relying  on. well  supplies  = 542. 

Extensions  or  improvements  of  supplies  during  year  - None, 
Putui-'c  nro pos  als . 

Extension  of  main  1140  lineal  yards  at  Highjjiclds  Lane, 
East  H arptree.  Estimated  cost  £2016, 


3E7/AOE  DISPOS/JD. 

Parishes  vh-th  ma.in  drainage  and  efficient  disposal  systems:- 
limsbmvj  Ubley  and  Compton  dlirtin. 
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Ext or.s ions  of  sowers,  gw  v/orks  or  improve niGnts 
the  yo  ar  ; - N one  . 

guturo  pr  0 o os  als  : 

raulton  scheme  - estimated  cost  not  yet  kno\m. 


RIVER  POLLUTION. 

Ro  cases  dealt  v/ith  up  to  1st  April  1950. 

No  oi  conversions  to  water  carriage  system  during  Ghe 
yr>ar  = 22. 


1USLIC_CI^1SI^^ 

House  refuse  is  removed  by  Contractor,  3 low  loading 
vehicles  are  employed.  Collection  is  made  v/oekly. 

23  parishes  are  covered  by  routine  collections. 

No  scheme  is  operated  for  tho  collection  of  trade  refuse. 

Ho  of  controlled  tips  = 2. 


inBLIC_S¥IMMINC_BATHS„-AlD_POGK^ 


No  in  area 


None  • 


HOUSING. 


1 ^ 

j i 

Houses  erectedj!  Houses  in  jponversion  ||  Temp 
diu-ing  year,  n course  of  [[to  flats  ||  or 

11  erection,  lior  dwellingsii  ary. 

Perm.  bemp.  jl  Form.  EempJ  p->rm.j  Torap.J 

1 j 11  1 11  &c . 

U ] 4 ^ — 4 V — f— -n 

1 1 11  „ 'i  li  ]!  „ 

1 28  1 - II  22  1 - SI  - - 

1 ^ II 

1 - i - li  ^ i - i M ' ! ■ 

1 i_  .__4 4— -I'h — i — r -I 

1 1 

i ..  i 

1 Local  authority . 

Private  enterprise 

1 Totals 

1 1 T r 11  1 1 

i 46  1 - II  38  I - 11  4 1 - li  - 

; G rnn^_made _undcr _t he _H ous ing_i^t_19i9 ^ 


.dppli cations  received 
No  of  ho  as  GO  concerned 
No  of  schomef;  approved  and 

Applications  disapproved  - 


2 

submitted  to  Ministry  of  Healiih 
, ' - None . 

1 (withdrav/n)  1 deferred. 
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lIcusoG  v-'ccupiod  that  have  boon  conclormiGd  as  totally 
imiit  = 574.. 


No  of  houses  foiitid  ovorcrowded  = 5» 


Houses  r-Q Hired  ; - 

(a)  To  rsplaco  those  miiit 

(b)  To  abate  overcrowding. 


574 

50 


Total  niiniber  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end 


of  the  year 


1067. 


Milk. 


PC  Of. 


I a)  No  of  registered  dairies  ... 

h)  No  of  retailers  in  area  ... 

’c)  No  of  supplementary  licenses  issued 

to  dealers  or  distributors  whoso  dairy 
is  outside  an-ea  ...  ... 


Ice  Cream. 

No  of  premises  registered  for 

(a)  Maonufacture  and  retail 

(b)  Manufactiu-’c  only 

(c)  Retail  only 


1 

55 


Slaughter  houses. 

(a)  No  iojuse  imder  Ministry  of  Pood  ... 

( b)  No.  in  usQ  where  horses  are  slaughtere* 

for  human  consaimption  , . . 

rremises  where  food  is  prepared. 


None  • 
None . 


No  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Pood  and 

frugs  het  1953  ...  ...  Nil, 

Model  3yelav/s  Series  1.  (Ministry  of  Pood.) 

Adepted  - fecember  1950. 


ENACKERS  YAPJ)S. 


None , 

RRFCRI  NlTfER  THE  PACT -CRIES  ACT. 


Pactories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  5s  4 and  6 are 
enforc''!  by  local  authority  - Humber  - 55. 

23  ins  pe  c ti  ons  7/e  re  made . 

2 cases  of  defects  were  found  and  remddied. 

Ine,  waont  of  cleanliness  and  one  of  insufficient  sanitary 
conveniences . 

IrLer£i.Breret:  19  outv/orkers  all  making  -wearing  apparel. 


/ 


f' 


3s 
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